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TO THE 


READER 


HIS Conference being imagi- 

narily Scened, and yet really 

performed out of the Treaſure 

1 if a very great Miniſter of State's Ca- 

| parity ; it was thought fit to be pub- 
| 


l{Þ ea now,. and not before, becauſe 

| fi reſpedt ought to be payd tothe 

Weeret of his Majeſtie's Affairs, fo 
"7; nothing ſhould anticipate the 
AKing's own labours, to give the peo- 
ble ſatisfaGtion in ris due time touch- 
Ming the tender care that He is praci- 
F ſly pleaſed to take of all bsSubjeSs 
[2 poirtt of Honour, Safety, Freedom, 
| AZ Unior, 


To the Reader. 


Union, and Commerce : which no- 
thing eould more advance than the 
Concluſun of the "Treaty newly made 
betwixt England and the States of 
the Uinited-FProvinces; which with- 
out flattery may be demonſirated to 


men of underſtanding to aim at no- | 
thing but the Good of his Subje&s in | 


general, exempt from all manner of 


private Intereſt whatſoever. Bleſ- 
ſed be God then that it is ſo bappily 


concluded ; and that we have a 


KING whom nothing can ever alie-_ 


nate from the true Intereſt of bis 
Realms, nor no corrupt Counſellour 


| (let him be thought to be newer ſo | 


powerful or crafty in order to his own 
Advantages) prevent the Wiſdom 
and the Integrity of ſuch a Prince 
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from prewailmg above all the Artife- | 


ces and Frands of theſe who would 


perſwade | 
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perſwade the Nation, (were they 
=: pedo of their Art enou > 
ſoto do) that thoſe Counſellours fs. 
{ are zot intereſted can bs leſs prudent 
;| { or ſucceſsful than ſuch as did make it 
| their buſineſs to appropriate all to 
{ themſelves, and nothing to their Ma- 
Ifter. The French King is much com- 
J mended for his Parts and AGivity: 
but let us ſee him out-do the King of 
England in this particular of the 
Treaty, both in conrave and condut4, 
and then 1 ſhall be apt to attribute his 
Grandeur as mneh to natural Abili- 
ties as extraordinary Fortune , but 


| Yor before. 
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A 


| FREE CONFERENCE 


Touching 


The preſent State of ENGLAND, 
Both at home and abroad : 


In order to the Deſigns of 


FRANCE 


HE Adventure which happened 
'F me Jately is of ſo extraordina- 
ry a nature, and contains ſo many 
important Diſcoveries in relation 
to the publick Good in its Progreſs,thar I 
ſhould prove defeRive towards my Coun- 
treys if I did not candidly publiſh all the 
Paſſages, both touching the Occaſion,and 
the Effedts of what followed from this 
Accident. | 
| Know then, that aPeecr of the Realm 


* Jof England, and one whoſe Meric, Qua- 
lityg 
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liry , and the Place which he holds in the 


Adminiſttation of the Aﬀairs of the King- | 


dom are remarkable ; did invite ſundry 


of his Lordſhip's beſt friends to a magnt- | 
ficent Feaſt, and amongli the reſt he had | 
the kindneſs not to omic me out of the | 
number: where the excellence of the | 


Chear which he made to his Gueſts, af- 
ter a moſt noble manner , put the whole 
Company into ſuch a refiged humour of 
converſing together, rhat the Entertain- 
ment was but one intire pleaſing Debate, 
how to: expreſs our compleat enjoying 
of cach other, I was not wanting with 
the uttermoſt of vigour and ſolace to 
vphold the Genius of this Conference. 
Bat as the freeſt ſpeakers do commonly 
come by the worſt in diſcourſe, and are 
the ſooneſt expoſed ro enterfiering 
laſhes; I found my ſclf to be attacqued 
in ſo many places at once with the ſwift- 
neſs of other mens reaſons and wits, who 
held the oppoſite Arguments, that 
although I were ſomething heared , yet 
there remained unto me preſence © 
mind enough ( and ſucceſs of Intervals ). 
to get inſenſibly our of the Preſs, whilſt 
the 


b 
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the Diſorder and Confuſion laſted , 
( which is uſual at ſuch Meetiogs ) into 
another Room, | retired then, purſuing 
the opportunity,into a fairGallery,which 
ſurpriſed my Eyes with the rich Orna- 
ments whcrewith ir was furniſhed ; but 
not without trouble neither, and a Cue 
riolity beyond the Opticks of the place, 
which increaſed there ; fo as I was di- 
verted from any farther conſideration of 
the Furniture, becauſe the place ſeemed 
to lie roo neer the Enemy, to dwell any 
looger upon thoſe Objets, Wherefore 
I went into another Chamber hard by, 
which inſtantly filled me with new Ap- 
prehenſions, by the means -of ſeveral 
large Looking-Glaſſes hanging on the 
Walls; which ſhewed me my own pro- 
per Figure at length on every {ide, and 
from thence imprinted in my wounded 
Imagination as many Adverſaries as there 


yet 
Oo 


Is}. 


il 
the 


. 4 
were angular Reflexions out of each 
Mirrour'; that appeared to purſue me ſo 


x uriouſly, that I ran on violently with 


y head forwards, in order to ſome 
Eſcape, to the door of another Char. 
ber adjoyning thereunto , which gr 
With 
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with ſuch reiiftance, when I thruſt 
againſt it, asif it had been forced wich \ 
a Pctard : And thus falling in the ar- F 
tempt, I was ſoſtunned, that it was a 
good while after before I could come 
ro my ſelf again, Bur at laſt having part- 6 
ly recovered my ſpirits, I was ſurpriſed | *' 
with a freſh aſtoniſhment , as much ama- - 
zirig me as the former had done that I Fy 
repeated : For whenl began to open my FR 
eyes haif way, finding thartill then they | 
had been altogether unuſeful ro me , I |" 
attributed the diſorder ro want of |! 
Sight, often feeling, in regard of the 
darkneſs of the Room, to try whether 
they were ftill.in my head or not, Yet 
perceiving , betwixt diſcerning . and |. 
_ doubring, that alt I aſſayed of this kind 
was tO no Purpoſe ; after having deplorcd 
the bitterneſs of an immaginary loſs, I 
groped on more,and more in the dark, 
until I chanced to come to an Alcope, 
where feeling with my hands I rook fall 
hold upon the Mltoze, and graſped the 
pillar of a Bed , which had I nor light 
upon, I muſt have fallen the ſecond 
time, For, thruſting hard againſt one - 

ene 
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the Poſts, the Counter-ftroak of the 
Wood threw me all along into the mid- 
dle of a Couch, where I remained ſtretch- 
ed forth like a Coarſe without any mos: 
tion, in the ſame poſture of a precipitate 
' Swoon, And then it was thar the ya- 
pours of my body, which were diſturb- 
ed by the firſt miſtake, confuſedly did 
{tir through all the parts in the agitated 
flucuancy of a ſtorm ; though by degrees 
. [growing to be undeceived, Sleep, which 
. [appeaſerh all the Mutinies in humane 
creatures, did naturally and more agree- 
ably ſeiſe upon my Faculties, and com- 
pole the. Tempeſt with perfeQ tranquil- 
ity of Mind and animal Operations, 'as 
if I had never been ſo diſcompoſed. "Tis 
mpoſible to tell you how long I conti- 
ved in the ſiate of this Interregnum be- 
wixt life and dearth, nor whar care the 
mpany took to learn what was be- 
ome of me, bur in vain ; blaming me for 
aving lefr them, or rather the War be- 
un, uſing all forts of means to find 
here I was, and bring me back to the 
mbate, | 
I ſhall only tell you by the way, that 

about 
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about Sun-ſer, a great noiſe was raiſed { ! 
by. two of the ſervants of the Houſe, who | |! 
entred ſuddenly into the Chamber where 1 
I lay ; which affured me as I awakened 
that 1 was yet living; and the blazing of | C 
the Wax-tapers, which they ſer upon 
the Table and Cup-boards, made me ex- 
ereamly joyful ar the Reſtauration of my 
ſighr, which in my opinion till then was ©! 
abſolurely gone from me, Bur then a 
third apprehevſion ſciſed on my Powers, | 
firft, ro be carched in ſuch a Poſture, and 
expoled to the innocent jealis whichF! 
might be made by the Gueſts on the ſub- 
je&tof my ſtrange Diſorder, and preci- 
pitated. Flight from them, But as I ſought YL 
my eyes once more, to ftcal away our offlPo 
this Society for all night, and not be ſeenlen 
by any body, another noiſe obliged meFcol 
to keepcloſe where was upon the Bed, gar 
and draw the Curtains home, not to beter, 
diſcovered, I was not long in this Con-Q |] 
cealment, when I ſaw come into the ſame 
place three Perſons, whoſe Deſerts inf] 
this Relation muſt be better known than 
th.ir Names, and the importance of their! 
Iazereſts in the State, by what I am going 
now 
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now to ſay of thoſe particulars, becauſe 
Ll am ſtrictly obliged not to reveal them, 
Theſe Strangers the Maſter of the Houſe 
did very civilly introduce into the 
Chamber, who withour many Comple- 
ments fate down on the ſcars which were 
repared for them near the Table, My 
Fieep had digeſted thoſe Fumes, and diſ- 
{ipated all the Clouds of my Hunderſtand- 
ing: therefore judging that the Cauſe 
J that aſſembled ſuch great Perſonages 
together there in this ſecret Entertain- 
ment could not be bur of the higheſt 
importance ; both the Curioſity, and the 
ſhame of having them witneſſes to my 
Diſorder, obliged me to keep firm to my 
Poſt, within the cover of the Bed, and to 
lend an attentive car to all their diſ- 
courſe, For the Maſter of the Houſe be» 
J, gan the Overture of the Conference in the 
dell terms following, 
n-& 1n that part which we do hold of the 
Government of the State, it is not enough 
thar a ſincere Amity doth link us in one 
band of Inteteſt and Eſteem particularly 
tocach other, it we be not alſo united in 
the ſame Judgment as to all which 
W | CONCETNS 
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concerns the publick Good. . In our for? 
mer Conferences we uſed to take juſt | 
meaſures how to reQifie things within | 
the Realm ; but now it refts with us to | 
agree upon ſome Maxims which areto || 
be maintained in regard of Forreign wat- 
ters, to the end that in theſe Rencountery, |] 
wherein we are togive counſel, we may |} 
aR in all things with a p*:rfe& Concert * '} 
which no doube will give a great weight | 
to the Reſolutions which ſhall be formed || , 
thereupon and the preſent Caſe ; fince 'J ; 
never have any Counſcllours treated of | 
nicer Points, nor more ſcrious ones than Þ} , 
thoſe which arc to be debated among us |] ; 
ro day. The Fire is already kindled in Þ þ 
our Neigbourhood z the Monarchy of « , 
Spain'is juſt upon the brink of fafling ro I ; 
the ground, if it be not ſucconred ; and I |, 
France in. a condition to avow the vali | 
Deſign which that Crown harh long © 
medicated, as well againſt rhe Peace of If jj 
Europe as the Commerce of our Navigt: if & 
tions, if a powerful Fence be not quick- if ;; 
ly made, to keep the Frexch within their i ;| 
Bounds, Wherefore all rhe reft of the !J ;; 
Forces of Europe ſtand ar gaze, expe | 
48 10g 
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ins the Reſulc-of what England doth de- 
ecrmine herein, conſidering us as the 
Counter-balance » which cime-g@ut-of- 

q mind hath held the ſcales even berwixt 
4 thoſe two Great Monarchies , for the 
4 ſafery of all the reſt, They wait but our 
| giving of the Sigh tro joyn wich us in the 
J common Defence : and the better ſhare 
of them ſeck it from England; and the 
others have their eyes open rewards our 
ConduR, to take their meaſures alſo by 
| 'Þ no other model bur what we ſhall rrace 
: |} our unto cher, 2 Et 
| - Theteis no need of a Providence ex 
1} rraordinarily calightened, to judge which 
$ i} is our true Intereſt in this Conjuntture 3 
0 F bur the preſenc ſtate of our Aﬀairs doth 
£ If not leave us the- ſame facilities to follow 
J it; in which we do abound as to the know- 
I ledge thereof, | 
9 Meanwhile the Miſchief preſſes for- 
1 wards, and doth , not atford place nor 
time ſufficient to expeRt a benefit of 
other Viciſfitudes, which run fufficiently 
dgainſt us ; nor to Regulate our Refolu- 
I tions by thoſe, Eycars, which take too 
q impetyois 4 part in _ Cauſe on as 
ids 


0 The Intereſt of England 


ſide which we ought moſt to fear; 
Therefore ir is more than ſcaſon to form 
our fundamental Maxim, on which all 
our ConduQt iis to move in this preſent 
ConjunCtures ; and art this very Inſtant 


decide , whether we will chuſe ro be 


fimple SpeRators, or take ſome part to 
at in this Tragedy: ſince the Reſoluti- 


on which we ſhall fix thereupon will be 


the Center, from whence we muſt draw 
all our Lines afterwards. V Vhich is the 
proper Point that we are to diſcourſe of 
now among our ſelves here, before we 


do give our Opinions on the whole mat: 


ecr to the Publick ; and in which parti- 


cular I deſire the rather to be cnlightned | 


by your wiſe Reaſonings, by how much 


the more I am aſſured, That the ſole | 


Good of the State. is the only Rule and 
Object of all your Counſels, 


As ſoon as ever he had uttered theſe | 


words, one of the Three, after caſting 


down of his eyes, and pondering what 
he was to ſay to the reſt, with having : 
thought bcfore he adviſcd , began his | 


diſcourſe thus : 


If late Experience hag not taught us | 
enough | 
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enough to our coſt, that it is much eaſier 
ro begin a War than ſucceſsfully to get 
out of it whea once it is commenced, 1 
would enlarge my ſelf on that SubjeR, 
to repreſent unto you plece by piece the 
Dangers, Incommoduies, and Loffes 
which ſuch a Reſolution uſually doth 
carry along with it; where frequently 
the Conquerer finds he is more charged 
with Debts than with Trophies, and the 
people alwayes have cauſe to mingle 
their Acclamations with Tears, in = 
courſe of ſuch expenſive Triumphs 
ſince before any Edifice is begun, the 
Dimenſions how to ſettle a ſolid Founda- 
tion to undertake the Warr upon, ſhould 
previouſly be conſidered, by meaſuring 
our Means and Forces as well as thoſe of 
the Enemy with whom we are to fight; 
and the like touching their Power, whoſe 


1 Intereſt we intend to embrace, 


Our Forces and Means you all know 


1 are already exhauſted with long and 
1 ſharp Wars, both at home and abroad ; 


and by the Hand of God , which hath 


{ been heavy upon us in the late Peſtilence 
1 andinthe Firing of the City.of London? 


B 2 Wheres 
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Whetefore 'tis but now that we begin 
by the means of Peace to breathe again ; 
which Peace alſo is not firmly cſtabliſh- 
ed, Time then is requifite for us to take 
breath and recover in, after ſo terrible 
an Agitation : nor can any thing be fo 
dangerous unto this State as a Relapſe in 
the midſt of Amendmetir, If the noiſe 
of our Neighbours doth awaken us, our 
Wearineſs likewiſe invites us to ſeek 
ſome Repoſe : and in caſe there be dans 
ger to fuffer the Growth of a ſuſpeAed 
Power, there will not be leſs peril in 
the checking of that power unprepared, 
You know, as well or better thanlI can 
rell you, the Condition of the Revenue, 
and the exceſſive Expence of this Realm, 
which inevitably muſt carry the War 
from home, unleſs we mean ſupinely 
to be deſtroyed: and therefore of neceſ- 
firy muſt our Wings be ſuffcred to 
grow again after this clipping, before 
thar we do off r to make a new Flight, 
You cannot be ignorant too, that Com- 
merce is the Soul & the Life of this King- 
dom, which is the Chanel from whence 


the Abundance of it flows: And the 
. Wealth 


> = 3- fin ne 1-1 KR. ET I NON 


| che Abuſes of their Exchequer , they 
| have laid an unexbavſtible Foundation 
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Wealth which we formerly enjoyed, and 
rendred us ſo conliderable in the World, 
beltdes the freſh Experiment of the Dil: 
order and Interruption which the Var 
brought into all the Traffick of the 
Land, hath made us clearly (ſee, that for 
Merchant-mens Fleets to be changed in- 
to Naval Armies,and the ſubſtance of the 
People melted into Magazins unuſcful- 
ly, which might more profitably be im- 
ployed in rich and gainful Navigations, 
cannot be the proper Interclt of Eng- 
lazd. 

If we conſider the preſcnt State of 
France, V Ve (hall find that all the reſt of 
Europe bows under that Power; and 
thofe who are the moſt concerned to 


I ſuccour Spain bleed ar the Noſe onely, 
{ without being able ro break che Impo- 

JI ſtume within, The Intclligences of 

1 France and their PrsEices make their 


way every-wherc, cither with Bribes or 


| by Addreſs; ViRtory waits ſtill on all 


their Motions : and by having redrefſcd 


of Money within themſclycs, Over and 
| EZ Bi above 
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above that, the Frexch are a Nation, or 


rather a ſeminary of Nobility and Soul- 
diers, ſo verſed in the trade of War, as 
this proviſion puts them in a Poſture ne- 
ew be ſavingly jaſtled, 

grant, Their Deligns are Vaſt, and 
their Pretentions il] grounded : bur how 
can we take Cognizance of that 2 are 
we Knights-errant , to expole our Lives 
in the revenging of other mens Quar- 
rels; - The large Interpolition of Sea, 
which divides us from the reſt of the 


World, may ſhelter us enough from their - 


Attempts, without founding of our ſafc- 


ry upon the Conſervation of our Neigh- | 


bou rs, 


Bur ſuppoſe we had ſuch an abun- 


dance of Charity to ſpare, as to hazzard 
our own ſafety in favour of another's ; 


we ſhonld at leaſt be ſecured before- | 


hand, thar when we are ar a ſecond 


Charge of ſuccouring them, it might | 
prove profitable unto them ; otherwiſe | 
the miſchief being grown te thar point ' 
of Extremiry where now itreſts, all in- | 


ſignificant Remedies of this nature 
would but avger them the more to no 


par: 
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urpoſe. And Sparz being deeply en- 
Lack in the War of aa I which is 
alone able to give the Spazrards work 
enough, as the Spaxiſh Councels ſtand 
divided, and according to the {lowneſs 
of their Operations, their Treaſure be- 
ing exhauſted likewiſe, and the princi- 
pal places of Flazders in the hands of 
the French, and thoſe which remain un- 
conquered hard]y in a condition to make 
any Reſiſtance when they ſhall be at- 
tacqued, which diſpoſes that Crown to 
ſeek a Peace with France on any Terms ; 
and the Propoſitions in order to a League 
Offenſive and Defenſive with them, 
which-thcy make to us, being tendred 
onely to Exglazd as 4 wily Lure to oblige 
the Fyexch roconclude it the ſooner, out 
of an Apprehenfion that we may re- 
ſolve to afliſt Spa7z ; why ſhould we raſh- 
ly, I pray , thruſt our Sickle into this 

blighted Corn > 
Indeed , when Inconveniencies are vi- 
ſible on all fides of the ProſpeR of ſuch 
Treaties, the wilcſt Counſel ſure is to 
ſuſpend the Reſolution awhile, For on 
which part can we place our Intereſt 
B 4 thus, 
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thus , without incurring blame juſtly z | 
The Party of Spain is weak and unlucky ; 
that of Fraxce is unjuſt, ahd contrary to 
our good : ſhall! we then ſacrifice our 
ſelves for Spa», Which' for three years | 
together hath ſtood Idle, with their 
arms folded a-croſs, without ſo much 
as proffering to help us, whileſt three of 
the greateſt Powers of Chrifteadom ler 
one another Bloud , and thus were onl 
Paſhve in our Ruin > Muſt we then joyn 
with Frazce, which were ſo lately con- 
bined with our Enemies 'to deſtroy usz 
and that tore the Victory out of our 
hands when we had it ſure 2 Shall we 
conttibute the Liquor of our Veins to 
facilitate their Progreſs , which ovghrt 
to be ſo redoubted by this Nation, aad 
fo become inſtrumental towards the | 
ereting of a Coloſiiy which muſt cer- 
tainly  cread* us under foot with the ||: 
weight of it ? Ail theſe Conliderations, ©: 
which I ſubmir to your Prudence, ot- | | 
lige me ro conclude', Thar there bcing || | 
no Part to be taken in this War which is 71 1 
not deſtructive ;' the beſt wilibe to take 
po Part, but fi ſtill , and obſerve re 1« 
OY fl nt | 5 rn 


\ 


1n reference to the French Deſigns, 17 


ghe Game is playd, and in the mean 
time to provide for the repairing our 


| Revenues, and quicting of Diſorders 
* { ar home, by conciliating and re-uniting 
; {| the minds of the People, the Re-cita: 


bliſhnent of Commerce, and to pur our 
1 | ſelves into ſuch a Condition, that the 
f { Conquerour may not be able tro make a 
. 
{ 


wrong uſe of his Viftory to our preju- 
dice. And in the mean time,not to remain 
alrogcther Idle in the common Danger 
- } of Europe, we may contribute our endea- 
» | vours to obtain a Peace, and by a happy 
r | Accommodation ſtop the courſe of theſe 
> 7] Conqueſts, which give us ſuch juſt Jca- 
= louſte, | 
t He had ſcarce made an end of ſpeak- 
1 
. 


ing, when a lictle murmur aroſe among 
2 Þ thereſt of the Conferrers, which made 
- 7{ me conceive that they did no wayes 
2 | approve of what he did urge, VWherein I 
» © found that I was nor deccived neither 
- + becaulehe which ſat right over againſt 
; || him, anſwered him preſently aftcr this 
S ©1 Manner, 
2 If Peace were a Benefit which alwaies 
y {| did depend upon our own Chotce, and 


if 
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if War were not, ordinarily ſpeaking, a 
Miſchief as neceſſary as the other is ; the 
Queſtion which we do Treat of now 


might cafily be reſolved, and would nor | 
require any longer dcliberation, But jr | 


is not enough to conſerve Peace, to have 
a pacifick Spirit, if our Neighbours like- 
wiſe be not of the ſame Diſpoſition to- 


al A 7 4% 


wards it; which in effe& is to reckon | 


without the Hoſt, by founding the hopes | 
of our future Quier, barely on the pro- | 


miſes of our own Moderation ; ince | 


thoſe which are the moſt in Love with © 
Peace are oftentimes involved in the op: | 


| 
: 


police Agitation, whether they will of | 


no, by ſome violent motion of Fortune | 
and ſo frequently ſtumble upon War in © 


; 


the Flight which they make from ir, and ' 


thus ſuffocate the Peace by too much as |* 


voiding War. 


I do avow that the Reaſons which * 
were alledged before could not be an- | 


ſwered, if he who did ſo well deduce 


them were able to aſſure us upon good | 


grounds, that in kceping our {elves Neu- 


rers in this Var of the Low Countreys, | 
we might be ſheltered from the ftorm of | 


another ! 


one FEI%# 'n 
” 
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|; another War , both in the preſent and 
1 the furure Tenſe of ſuch Viciſficudes z 


| |! orpeaccably and long enjoy ſo happy a 


Tranquility, which makes him belicve 


| | that we ought to deſpiſe, for that ſpe- 


culation, all manner of uſcful Occafions 


- |; which Fortune doth daily offer unto us. 


Bur in truth, my Lord, Would you ven- 


*] ter to be Caution thereupon to rhe State, 


and pawn your Faith co the Kingdome 


| | and your Honour concerning the Event 2 
*| For my own part, I hold you too wiſe 
- and too quick-ſighted, to imagine meer- 


ly on the preſumption of unſolid hopes, 
that there can be the lealt ſhadow or 
colour of ſafety remaining for us, if one 
of theſe two Monarchies which are at 
this time Engaged in a War ſhould fall 
under the abſolute pow:r of the other, 


” or if they do re-unite again by an A- 


reement, in which poſſibly, as we have 


* handled the matter, we may very well 
| not be comprehended, In caſc you't avow 
* this Truth, which all the World knows 
| to be ſo, it follows that you mult grants 
' that all thoſe Inconvenicncies which 
' Were already alledged to keep us outs 


all 


<f 
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gll kinds of Engagement are not longer vas '/ 
lid,when there is an indiſpenſable neceſſi» : 
ty,and the V Velfare and the Safety of the 
Srate are at ſtake. 

I ſhall not enlarge my ſelf hereon, to 
repreſent unto you that our Predecef- | 
ſours ever held this to be a fundamental 
Maxime of their Conduct, to hold the 
Balavce equal between thefe two Grear 
Monarchiecs, and that on which fide fo- 
ever they turned the Scales, Victory did 
uſually tollow that Counterpoiſe, which 
never failed to put things into that jull 
Temperament that preſerves the Health 
of this Realm, By which means in ſome 
ſort they made themſelves the Arbitra- 


tors of Chriſtendom, becauſe by afford- J; 


ing their Help unto one of the two Par: | 
tics, they became in effc& Maſters over 
them both: by ſtill keeping one of them 
at their Devotion, and in our Depen- | 


dency , through the proſpe& of thoſe |]. 


Succours which they do continually need | 
from hence ; and the other, with the ap- | 


prehenfion of this Aſfitance, For thus | 


the Exgliſh, what with the force of their | 
Arms, and the power of Arbitratiog in 
| Treaties, 


ws 
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| Treaties, have alwayecs been the Layw- 


givers to the Succeſs both of their 


| IJ Friends and their Enemies, by holding 


— cw 0 0Y WW as 7 . WW 


within the palms of their hands the Re- 
ſults of V Var and Peace, finding both in 
the one and the other thoſe Advantages 


'1 and Safetics which this Nation moſt de» 


fired, 


But Jaying aſide theſe o1d abſolete 
Maxims , from which notwithſtanding 


I wiſe men will not willingly depart withs 


our the preſſure of ſome invincible Ne- 
ceſſity, to come to the Circumſtances 
of the preſent time; Ir is evident that 
the war of the Low Countries cannot 
poſſible terminate otherwiſe than by the 
Fall and Oppreſſion of one of the two 


FPartics, or by an Accommodation made 


betwixt thew, If they do agrcegand thar 


I-»g1anud hath no ſhare in the Treaty, 


who will aſſure us that they 1 not unite 


Tor our Ruine; or ar leaſt, France, which 


Gopee a 


annot remain Jong Without war, will 


ot turn their Arms againſt. us > Bur if 


pain falls, we ſhall then be like Dancers 
bf the Ropes that have Jolt their Coun- 
Ferpoiſe, and ſo are ready- to tumble 


down 
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down every ſtep they make, What good 
opinion ſocver we have of France, it 
cannot be denied, norwithſtanding, that 
in this Caſe, afrer the French have tri- 
umphed over Spazzy they will be Maſters © 
over our Fortune too; and that our be- © 
ing thus muſt intirely depend upon their 
Moderation, For, Gentlemen, do you '] 
think that we can take reſt ſecurely upon | | 
ſo weak a Foundation as the Giddineſs J ; 
of their Charity is > finee 'tis certain 
that the moſt Chriſtian Kisxg hath too 
much Ardour and dclire of Glory to |: 
dwell in Idleneſs at homey after ſuch a * 
Conqueſt, And therefore, ſeeing his Do- 
minions and Reputation notably increa- ! 
ſed, he will form to himſelf new 1dea's | 
of enlarging the bounds of his Empire | 
both by Sea and Land, according to the I 
knowledge which we have of the-divers |], 
Inclinations of his Court, whereof ſome [1 
will put him on to become Maſter of the þ' x, 
Commerce of Europe, and employ tholef p 
vaſt Treaſures he hath heaped together Þ þc 
in order to that Deſign this way ; others, 
b 


ro engage him in the finiſhing of his! 
Conqueſts over all the Low Countreys - Z 
anda) 
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and ſome likewiſe, to begin by us to 
; © openthe Path to the Subduing of all other 
: if States which may probably oppoſe this 
» 7 Defign. So that which advice foever of 
; 


* 1 oblige us to ſtand upon our Guard, with 
| |] the Burthen of a continued Expence on 
1 4 our backs, as well as the Incommodities of 
S [1a VVar, though we ſeem to bein Peace 
1 I with him. 

> 1 On this Poſition then I ſay, that the 
d {| worſt Party for England that can be ta- 
a | ken, whether by choice or neceſlity, is 
- || that of ſitting Neuters, By uniting with 
|- |] Sparz we do follow our ancient Maxim 
F{Jand Intereſt, which hath ever bcen ſuc- 
e {ceſsful to this Nation, which is, to be 
ic i} till Maſters of the Balance betwixt theſe 
two Monarchies,as I urged before.Should 
ewe therefore embrace the Party of 
e Þ Frazce, We may hope for a conſiderable 
(ef portion in the Spoils of Spaiw And 
x | both in the one and the other caſe we 
S, ſhall find our Surety and other Advanta- 
iSF'gesin the Treaties of Peace which ſhall 
- f be made, But by remaining Neutral _ 
wy mu 
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mtiſt needs equally offend both ; and fo ' 
canuor eſchew being expoled friendlies * 
to the Reſcntments and the Ambirion of | 


the Conqueror, as well as the Scorn 


and the Reproaches of all the reſt of © 
Chriſtendom, for having inſipidly aban- | 
doned our proper Reaſon of State, with. © 
out being either good or wicked in a *: 


matter of ſuch univerſal Concernment, 
whereby the name of Engliſh-men will 


remain ſo much in the Oblivion of Europe; | 
that no body will ſcarce remember there | 
is ſuch a Nation in the World ; except- * 


ing only thoſe who have a mind to Con- 
qQUET US, ; 


I read ia the Scripture, ſo baſe a Cha- | 


racer of none as of them who are ze:ther 
bot wor cold; And able Stateſmen have 


alwayes reproved this kind of Tepidnels | 
or Half-condudt,- to be both unuſetul and : 


dangerous. Meadra tia nec Amicos parat, 


nee Inimicos tollit, Wherefore England |: 
muſt of neceflicy either preſerve the Low- Þ 
Countryes, againſt the Uſurparion of the | 
French, which is our Bulwars ; or raiſe a Þ: 


new Fence, that ſhall ſhelter us from be 
ing Conquered; | 


- as. 9), 2h _— 
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To preſerve the firſt then, Spazz muſt 
be aſſiſted from hence ; and to make a 
new Rampart, we muſt divide the Spoil 


| with France, Experience hath ſufficient- 
' Iy ſhewn us, that our Ports are not inac- 


ceſ{ible ; and Reaſon demonſtrates, that 


'| thoſe can never - be ſecure from the like 


* Expence without Gr, or hope to ger 


| Artemprs, but by keeping a powerful 


Fleer our at Sea, that we may be abſolute 
Maſters there, 'Tis a Maxim alſo which 
admits neither of exception nor diminu- 
tion, That a well-governed Kingdom is 
obliged tro arm when War is kindled in 
the Neighbourhood, And though we 
ſhould reſolve to rake part neither with 


thetone Intereſt nor the other ; yet we 


muſt be ina Poſture to hinder the Tor- 
rent from coming upon our Land, thar 


1 ſo the Conqucrour may not. have a mind 
| to extend his Conqueſts hitherwards. 


Here then. is the Charge of Arming, 


» which on this Counjuncure is inevitable, 
* | the equipping of a Fleer, and raiſing of 
* | Souldiers to be mutually entertained ar 

» the Charge of the People, if we do nor 


ſpeedily rake ſome Party ; and all this 


any 
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any fruit by ſo unprofitable a Counſel, [ 


wherein our Sovldiers will never learn 
the Diſcipline of War, or extra any 
Uriliry from ſuch Prizes, as being unca-' 
pable after this manner to ſhare in the 
Booty, or in the ViRorics and Treatics 
of Accommodation, according to their 
ſeveral events, VVhereas by taking part 
either wich. Sparz or Fraxce, the Charge 
would be much' leſs, becauſe he whom 
weaid would largely contribute towards 
it z and the Prizes gotten at Sea might 
help to diſcharge the Expence both of 
the Naval and the Land- Forces, And 
thus would our Souldiers be exerciſcd, 


and our Nation make a noiſe again | 
abroad , and regain the Reputation | 
which we have of late but roo ignomi- | 
niouſly loſt in the World, For when our | 
men ſhall be trained up daily in ftrit Þ 
Diſcipline beyond Seas, we ſhall by this F 
means eſtabliſh a Seminary- of good and F 
able fighting men at the Coſt of others, | 
which will be the firm Pillars of the Party, 
and render us conliderable in the eyes of © 

Courſe h 


all our Neighbours. Befades,this 
may be a vent fo to diſcharge the Realm 


of © 
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) of ill humours, & a great company of Idle 
J perſons, which now, being without Em 
| ployment, are a burthen to the Pub- 
© lick, and who one day are capable too 
- of diſturbing rhe domeſtick Tranquilliry 
- of the State : whereas, on the contrary, 
' what Succeſs ſozver this War ſhall have, 
| We ſhall alwayes find our Accomprt in the 
t] end of an Accommodation, whereof, be- 
| ing thus prepared, we cannor fail of hae 
ving the principal Benefic and parr. 

All theſe Conſiderations then ſeem 
| unto me to be ſo convincing, that they 
- do oblige me abſolutely to condemn 
- the Opinion of Neutrality, as inconliſtent 
- With our Glory, Safety, and Fundamen- 
| tal Reaſons of State; by concluding pas 
1 firively, char we ought to lend an ear to 
! thoſe Propoſitions which ſhall be made 
” unto us from all Parties, and embrace 
| thoſe whizh ſhall be found to be moſt 
| agreeable and convenient to the Inte= 
' relt of the Kingdom, And in the interim, 
| to be the more conſidered by both thefe 
| great Parties, and better aſſured againſt 
! all manner of Attempts z my Adviceis, 
That without any longer loſs of time, a 

C 2 ſtrong 
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ſtrong Flcet ſhould be preſently got reas 
dy ; and that as many dayes as we have 
to ſpare before the nexe Campagne, ſince 
now every hour is precious that is not 
well ſpent as to this purpoſe, may be em» 
ployed to render us hencetorwards ne- 
ceſſary unto them whoſe Cauſe we ſhall | 
reſolve to embrace, and as formidable to 
thoſe againſt whom we intend ro declarct | 
ſo that on both fides we may be the Com: 1 
manders of the whole affairs, and give ir | 
reſpite or motion by the ſole Rule of the | 
Intereſts of England. 4.480 
Afcer that. he had ſpoken thus, I did | * 
obſerve by the Countenance of the other | d 
two perſons that had nor yet ſpoken, that | a 
this Diſcovrſe did not difplcaſe them , | E 

wherefore withour any farther reflexion, | 
one of them bris«ly began co ſpeak to this 2 2 
effec : 0 
Your Reaſons, ſatd he, ares ſo convin- | * 
cing, that I do not only render my con- 
fent unto them without any Reply, but | 
mean to. make uſe of them to ſerve as 
the Beſis and Foundation of that Edifice# 
which 1 have a long time meditated up-Þ 
on, in order to the fundamental _— | 
© 
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! of State of this Nation. Thereforc,withe 
! out more ceremony or delay, I ſce thar 
we muſt a, and take one of the two Pare 
© tics, For any other Counſel would be 
! dangerous and deſtructive, by expoſing of 
© us1o athouſand Inconveniencies, which 
_ | all the humane Pcudence imaginable can- 
, © not be capable of preventing or avoiding 
© in proceſs of time, I remainalſo agreed 
© with you, thatin the choice of which 
, |] Party we ate to take, we ought not to 
| conſider more than juit what our own In- 
Fa tereſt properly iS, which Is the Rule of 
1 | that Conduct of Monarchis, that, as the 
- | Soul and the Spirit viviſying the whole 
e | Figure beforeus, gives ir motion in the 
, © Body of the State, 
11 Irreſts thento Form the Conſequences 
;« {| upon theſe Principles, and decide which 
= of the twa Parties is the moſt convenient, 
\. þ, France offers Roſcs unto us ; Spain ro= 
\. © thing buc Thorns, The firſt preſents us 
ich with a Scheme of Conqueſts without 
s | Dangers; the laſt with proſpe@ of 
-eÞ Dangers without Profir, The one invitcs 
>| us to be their Companions of affured 
| Vitories, of whi.h LONY have alrcady 
V3 


ns 
beaten 


» 
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beaten the way ; the other doth ſolicite 
us and implore our Aid onely to help 
them out of the mire, withour any other Þ 
Benefit than, as the old Provetb ſayes, 
There's your labour for your pains, at the F 
price of our Blood and Lives. If we ſhall 

engage inthe Affiſtance of Spaiz, in ſuc- 

couring them we run a Riſco of being | 
loſt our ſelves, withour yet bcing able ro | 
-c-eſtabliſh them : But by joyning with 
P75, We ſhall partake of the Spoils Þ 
with chem which we can never by force 


{ 
[> 
| 


( 


DO 
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* 


* 
o 


|: 


bt able to cake our of their hands z fince | 


| 
8 1 
the Progreſs of France is now arrived at | 
ſuch a point of Effet, that all our F : 
Powers cofibined together are not ſuf-F h 
ficient to ſtop ir , and then both our}! 

Reſiſtences and Succours will ſerve bur: 0 


ro ruine the Sparrards the ſooner , and 


bring the Vengeance of the French upon} 8 
our own heads, And if Spain comes toff *: 
ſink under the weight of the War, al q 
the Burthen of that Fall centers upon 7 


Exgland alone: In fine, tis agitatedÞ 
therefore {ingly as tg this particulars $ 
Whether we will needs chuſe to embark 7! 
a1 a Veſſel ſo driven with ſtorms, =Y | 

F-: | In 
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Ship which ſails at eaſe with full Sails,(c- 
conded with the favorable Gales of For- 
rune, 

But in caſc all theſe material Objedi- 
ons cannot divert us from engaging in the 
ill Fortune of the Spantaras, let us ſee 
on what Terms ar leaſt we can aflift them 
uſefully, If we ſhall fend Troups into 
the Low Couxtreys to their Aid, tis, in 
effec, to overwhelm them by the very 
weight and charge of thoſe Succours,and 
ſacrifice ſo many of our own Subjc&s to 
Famine and miſery, as we do thus fend 


” Souldiers unto them ; becauſe they have 
© neither Countrey cnough left ro Lodge 
* them in when they come thither, nor the 
© Means to Entertain them after once they 
© are there, 


If we ſuccour them meerly by Sca, 


” that kind of help will not hinder France 
* from taking of their Towns in the mean 
| time one by one 3 and ſo though we 
* ſhould a little incommodate France, we 
* ſhall not caſe Flanders at all, and ſuch 
| an Aſſiſtance will in concluſion prove 


N | none, becaule Tis an Applicacion of the 
3 4 


Plaiſter roo remotely, and on the 
| C4 wrong 
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wrong fide of the Wound, 

- If then the Loſs of the Low Countreys 
be invicable, let us do what we can; *® 
were it not much betrecr that we ſhould | 
' have our ſhare in the Parcels of ſogreat || 
a Shipwrack, than to ſuffer France to 
ingroſs them all to themſelves 2 fince, 
ſuppoling that 'we do divide Booties 
with the Freach on this occafion , the | 
Places which by this means muſt neccſla« 
rily fall into our hands will be ſo man 
new Bulwarks to Exgland , which may 
ſhelter vs for the future againſt their 
vaſt Deſigns, of which the Pods of 
Spain 'make a Chimzrical Monſtery '2 in- 7 | 
timidate the Exglijþ from taking part | 
with their beſt and propereſt Intereſt 'in ! 
the Caſe, Bur when once we are entred || | 
into a Communion: of ' Conqueſts with | 
the French , the ſubduing of Flanders | 
will ſerve us 'as Ladders to artive at |} 
other Projeas by, wherein we may pro- | 
bably hope to find our Profic and Sati(- 
faQion niurually rogether, as' well as the 
Pleaſure of a juſt Revenge, I ſer aſide 
the Conqueſt of the Fvd;es, which we 
ould nat fail ro encompaſs, whilft Þ \ 
| | - France 
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France doth hold all the Forces of Spain 
in play both ar Sea and Land, and ſo 
occupied , that they 1 never be able to 
retain what they hold in the New #orld, 


* nomorethan that remainder of Territories 


which yer they ſtand poſſeſſed of nearer 


i hand. * 


Wherefore as to what regards the.In- 
tereſt of this Kingdome, what I have laſt 


: urged methinks might ſuffice ro make 
| you of my Opinion, And if we do im- 
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- partially conlider that of the Royal Fa- 
 mwily, What can be more important and 
' convenient for it, than to have ar their 


Devotion a neighbouring Power hard by 
which is ſo formidable, and that is able 
fo protect them in a few hours from all 
manner of Revelutions thar they may 
( and perhaps not without cauſe neither ) 
apprehend at home, by thus commanding 
both the Treaſures and the Armies of 
France whenever they ſhall have any need 
of them, to put a Bridle inthe mouths 
of all ſuch as do ſeek to check their Au- 

thority > | 
I avow that our propereſt Intereſt 
yere to hold the Ballance equal between 
S Pats 
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Sparn and France, if we Ccouid ; but we 
ſhould chen have thought ſooner of that 
whil {t rheſe matters were in a condition 
to be diſpuccd : For at preſent, the 
Weight of the Caſe inclining totally to 
one Side,ſo that we can 00 longer oppoſe 
Frauce with Spain, as a Barricado againſt 
their Defigns, we muſt now think how to 
become our ſelves the Counterpoiſe of 
France and the Defence of Europe , by 
eſtabliſhing of our Power beyond Seas on 
ſolid Foundations, that all other Princes 
may coaltder us hereafter as the onely 
People who are capable of reſiſting the 
Deſign of the #rverſal Monarchy ; and 
ſo as Fraxce it (clf may nat þe able impu- 
nitively to thwart Exglard in this Reſo- 
Jation, becauſe then our Safety will be 
much more firmly ſettled by our own 
firength than wich the force of others ; 
and all thoſe who apprehend the Progreſs 
of France will conjoyn with us, and be- 
come tyed ro the Fortune of Englapa, as 
they would be ar this inſtant te Spare, if 
they ſaw that Monarchy in a Condition 
to be able to maintain them. | ; 
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So that all thoſe Reaſons do oblige 
me'to conclude, that we muſt na longer 
heſitate on this point of raking part 
with Frances and accept of thoſe advanta- 
gious Offers which the French make un- 
ro us, both in reſpeRof the publick good 
of ' Chriſtendome, as well as our own 
particular ſecurity ; ſince by being united 
tro. them in a Knor of ſuch, inſeparable 
Conditions, and on a Conjunfture of Af- 
fairs, becauſe of which they dare refule 
us nothing that we ask, what need we fear 
from the oppoſite ConjunRion of any 0- 
ther partics 2 

All the Afiſtents at this Confcrence 
began to expreſs Indignation againſt this 
part of his Diſcourſe,and ſhewed by their 
Unquietneſs all the while that he ſpake 
thus, that they had much ado to keep 
from interrupting of him, or to refrain 
from anſwering Tumultuonſly , before 
that he had made -an end. | But as they 
offered to reply in heat all at once, to 
deliver their thoughts on: this ſubjcR, 
the Maſter of the Houſe, who had nor 
yer delivered Fis ſenſe ro the Compa- 
py , broke filence, and with a little 
i | {mile 


®s. 
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ſmile, which had ſomething in it grave, 
and ſcarnful , dexteroufly intermingled 
rogerher , addrefſing himſelf ro him 
who had ſpoken with ſo much length 
juſt before, held on the D<bare as tol- 
lows. 

I know your prudence, my Lord, too 
well ( ſays he), and your Locrdſhips 
difintereſlzd zeal for the good of the 
State, to believe that you can mean 
ſcrioufly what you have urged on the 
behalf of France ; but rather am per- 
ſwaded, ( and that eaſily roo ) that 
with an ingenious Artifice you have 
thus diſguiſed your own true Sentiments 
of this Caſe, the better ro penetrate 1n- 
tothe bottom of ours, and ſo give op- 
portunity to ſee clearlier through all 
the Reaſons and the Doubts which 
may be formed there upon touching 
this Matter, of which we do now treat ; 
ſince the eruth of any Argument doth ne- 
ver ſo well appear and endure the light, 
as when it is fafted to the very root, 
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your Opinion, I ſhall till think that we 
doe nor diſagree, bur rather to diſſent in 
the Expoſition of a vain Phantaſm, which 
your erccted for ſport ſake to divert 
us, and give the Company Recrea> 
tion, 
Allow me then to tell you, that this 
projet, upon which you have thus 
exerciſed the acuteneſs of your wit with 
ſo good a Grace, is both unprofitable 
and Chimarical, no leſs than ſhameful 
and unjuſt, and ruinous towards Eng- 
land to all intents and purpoſes wharſoe- 
ver: whereas the deſign of ſuccouring 
Spain is facil, honourable, profitable, ne- 
ceſlary, and ſuitable ro the Fundamental 
Maxims of our Stare, And if you pleaſe 
ro afford me never ſo little attention, it 
will not be difficule for me to prove un- 
to you very clearly according to your 
own Judgement, whart I ſhall propoſe of 
this nature ; that we ſhall perfeRly ac- 
cord in one and the ſame Reſulr, and 
convince you fully of the truth there- 
of, 

The Defign which you mention, is of 
the like nature, that it were to de- 

moliſh 


38 Th: Intereſt of England 
moliſh an old-firong Edifice, to build a 


new Caſtle 'in the Air 5 or like his, 
whoy to renew his youth, conſented to 
be cut into pieces, and put his ſeveral 
members into an Alembick of Glaſs, 
To follow your Counſel then, we muſk 
alrer the whole Conſtitution of our Po- 
liticks, from innovared Intereſts and 
Forreign Maxims, by turning all things 
upſide down, even from the Accidents 
to the very Genius of the Nation, and 
diſtil more modern Bloud into the veins 


of the people than that which they J 


have hereditarily received from Fathec 
to Son, Bur ler us,I bcſeech you, examine 


on what Grotnd,and with whar Matcrials 
this new Edifice is to be raiſed. That *' 
Earth which you have propoſed unto us | 


to make it out ofy is a moving ſore of 
Sand, or a Floating Iflind, in which 
we can never fix on any firm Bottom, 
'Tis upon France that you would have 


us eſtabliſh our Fortune , to found a * 
power which one day. may counterba- | 
Jance the power of the French, or at leaſt * 
ſhelter us from their vaſt Deſigns, Nays |. 
you will needs have Fraxce made the Þ | 
Inſtrument Þ 
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Inſtrument of a greatneſs in a Neigh- 
bour, which they ought ro ſuſpcR, if 
they be not beſorred by ſo putting Eng- 
land into a ſtate to be able ere long ro 
ſtop their progreſſes, and eret a Bal- 
wark in us againſt themſelves, As if 
France, that is our heredirary Enemy, 
” and hath ſooften tried what we are able 
to do againſt the Englarging of their 
> Empire ; who have graven deep in their 
| hearts the injury of the Title which (to 
! their (hame) Ergland carries in ali pub- 
lick Treaties, - and hcr Trophees in 
reference to that Crown ; this very 
France, Which hath no greater defire 
than to take the Dominion of the Sea 
from us, and the preceden.:y in Com- 
merce, will help us (as you belieye ) 
to conquer the /zates, in which one third 
! part of his Realm is intercſſ:d, and of 
Which they do ſuck away all the Mar- 
row with the ſemination of their Baubles, 
| by the il husbandry of the Spaniards; 
| She who juſt now comes from Joyn 
ning with our Enemics againſt us, 
* after ſhe had firſt contrived how to 
# broach the Quarrcl berwcen England, 

and 
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and the Statcs of the United Provinces 
under divers falſe motions; who 
ſnatched the Victory our of our hands, 
when we were morally certain of beat- 
ing the Dutch ; who reduced the Biſhop 
* Munſter to a neceſſity of ſeparating 
from us in this War, afler that he had ' 
received our Afſiſtence in large ſums of | 
Money ; debauched Denmark from our © 
party ; hindred the Swedes to arme in 
/ our favour, and contrived the whole © 
Fabrick of that Afﬀront which we re. 
ceived in the River of Thames: Can 6 
you, after all thefe demonſtrations of * | 
the Rancour which they bear in their ©. 
hearts againſt England, be ſo uninge- | 
nuous as to believe that the Frexch will | 
make a Bridge for us on the other {ide | 


] 
of the Sea, as ſincerely intending by this | 
means to make us participate of their { b 
conqueſts with them, or ever. to unite Þ 
in a ſound Amity with our Intereſts? © þ 
For God's ſake then diſabuſe your ſelf, | xj 
as ſoon as you can our of this groſs | 
Errour, if it be ſo that it hath got the © 9 
leaſt Fixation in your mind ; fince you | pc 
cannot cordially reaſon thusy or have | gr 
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rhe leaſt hope of ſuch an Incongruity 
In the Reaſon bf State of other Nations 
without conceiving at the ſame time that 
the Frexch have loſt both their wits and 
Judgement ; of which yet there is no 
vicat reaſon why we ſhould think,as they 
have handled us in the matter of Nego- 
tiations of lare : for therein 1 am ſure that 
we do find them to have more than com» 
mon ſenſe, 

Fraxce indeed will be glad to have 
us for che Inſtruments of their Ambiri- 
on, bur never for Compations of theit 
Glorie, or Rivals ro thtir Greatneſs, 
The Frezch do, I confeſs, ſetk to make 
uſe of us to pull the Cheſnur- our of the 
Fire, to ſave the burning of their fin- 
gers ; bur when that is Cone, the French 
will not endure that we ſhould ear any 
bir of the Kernel, And the work 


” which they do now make for us, both at 
* home and abftoad, 
tible with our [Intereſt and Deligns, as 


is {0 incompa- 


well as their own, that their profeſſi- 


” ons towards us &t this time - cannot 


poſſibly be” fincere ; except they be 
grown ſo kind-on a ſudden, as to oyer- 
= D throw 
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throw all their Fundamental Laws 
and in favour of Englaxd change the 
whole face of ther Dcligns which 


they bave hitherto bin forming upon Eve F 


rope. 


forged to belong to its ſelf, Then 


are all thoſe Provinces by conſequence # 
united to the Frexch Crown, nor can & 
their King divide or alienate any part of Þ 


them» 


If this be true, to our advantage, *' 


though he would never ſo fain, bur 


that it muſt be ſubject ill ro retura © 
again to their Tribunal, they have | 
annulled the Repunciation of the In- | 
fauta of Spain , and rarroby have for- | 

10n of that | 
Monarchy, in caſe the young King # 
ſhould come to fail of a Succeſſour, © 
So that the moſt- Chriſtian King can 
give us no ſhare in the diſmembripg of | 
Spain , Without doing prejudice to | 
a Right which he pretends to be | 
acquired unalicnably tro his Crown, | 


med a Right to the ſucce 


and 


They pretend that the Low: Cou- ; 
trezs arc entirely fallen tro chem by the | 
right of Devolution, which Frazce bath | 
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and whereof he himſelf may not other- 
wiſe diſpoſe. 

Next, let us view the Materials which 
we are to have, to build this new Edifice 
with, Either we muſt nndertake this 
War at our own Charge, or at the Exe 
pence of France, It it beundertaken at 


© . the Colt of France, we muſt be their 
” Hirelings (art belt,) as the Tartars be to 
= the Ottomans ; and cannot move one ſtep 


beyond What and How they'l have us 


| 4 at: France, on theſe terms, will always 
” hold the Bridle in our tecthy and the Ca- 


weſſon upon our noſes, to make us ſtop, 


> turn and wind,in the middle of the Cour- 
> ſes, juſt as they pleale, From the very 
- firſt moment that we ſhall grow burthen- 
| ſome unto them, chey have but to withs 
| draw thcir Supplics, to make us fall head- 
” longto the Ground ; and then the Share 
! which we pretend in their Conqueſts 
” doth purely and atbitrarily depend on 
* their diſcretion, 


Bur if we ſhall undertake to carry on 


this Deſign out of our own proper Purſe, 
* who ſhall furniſh us with the Mcans of 


doing it 2 Do you believe thar the Par- 
D 2 liament 
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liament and tne Pcople will give away 
tzcir Subſtance to at againſt the true 
Jatereſts of the Realm > and that they'! 
Bleed, to quench the ambirious Thirſt 
of the French 2 or deſtroy Spain, from 
whence all the abundance of our Com- 


merce is derived ; and which even ar this ' 


Inſtant grants unto us ſuch notable Ad: 
vantages by a Treaty which is ſolemnly 
ratified ? | | 

The part which F-axce doth offer us 
in the Conqueſts of Offexd and Newport 


is a valt Liberalicy indeed, bur till of F 


other folks Goods. Ir would become 
them far betrer to reſtore back Dunkirh 
to Enzlands which they cheated us of 


by Surprize ; or the Town of Calts, | 
whichthey have difmembred from our an- | 


cient. Dominion, They take from us whar 


is our own already, and preſent us with | 
nothing but whar is n2r in their power to | 
ive; becauſe they cannor beſtow either | 


the Ticle or the Poſſeſſion of what"they | 


do offer in this Kind upon us ; which if | 


we will hayc, we muit pain ir by the | 
point of the Sword, And this Train | 


which they do ſhew us, is of the ſame na- | 


ture Þ 
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ture with that ſort of Temptations with 
which the Devil tempted our Saviour 
from the top of che Pinnacle. But do nor 
you diſcover that this is a ſubiile Arci- 
fice ro imbroil us again in a icew War 
with the States of the Mnied Prowinces, 
who have the Intereſt io defend theſe 
two places as much as if cither Apſjey- 
ſlam or Fluſhing were ſo deligned upon 2 
And without an abſolute Naval! Victory 
we can never hope to conquer th. m z and 
ſuch a Conqueſt ar Sea roo, as (hal pur 


& the Hol/andery out of all manner of poſſi- 


bility to afford any Succours in this Caſe. 


 Thisis a very hard bone which Fra,ce 
- doth caſt in for us to gnaw, whil'it th. y 
” cat all the Marrow out of it. In fine, 
' when the Arms of Frazce, joyned to our 


Forcesy (hall have pur us in poſſeſſion of 
theſe rwo places ; yet they | be totally 


| unaſeful to England, when France is 
| poſſcſſed of all the ret : Bzcauſe thus 
* the French will ſhur us quite out of the 
| whole Trafh.k of the Low ( owntreys 3 
and will be alvayes in a Cond:tion to 
© drive the Evgli]þ away from thence, un- 
leſs we do reſolve continually to kerp a 
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Fleet ar Sca for the conſerving of 


them, 
If this Deſign be hollow and viſiena- 
ry it is not leſs ſhameful than Airy and 


tull of Injuſtice, We have no manner of * 
Pretenſion on the Monarchy of Sparzz, nor | 
15 it our Gext4s to wher our ſpirits to | 
form Caſtles in the Clouds of Chimerical | 
Rights. What Glory can ir be to our * 
Arms to help to oppreſs a King in Mino- © 


rity, of {ix years old, by ſurprize ; only 
becauſe we find him now to be rudely 


attacqued and unprovided ; on a frivo- 
lous pretext, immediately after the | 


Frexch had given the Queen his Mother, 
and his principal Miniſters of State ar 
Madrid , ſuch ſolemn Aſſurances to the 


contrary, as well as at Paris, rouching | 


che inviolable continuation of a good 


Peace and a fincere Friendſhip > The Þ 
manner which Sparz hath held and ated * 
with us newly in relation to England, | 


when we were aſlaulted by three power- 
ml Encmics at one time, ought to ob- 
ligeus , ar leaſt to be deat to the artificial 
Ailurements of Fraxce, For although the 
French have tryed by a'l the wayes ima- 
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ginable, and with Offers incomparably 
more advantagious than thoſe which 
they do make to us ar preſent, to the 
end that ſo they might have gained the 
Forces of Spazz to unite with them to 
our inevitable Oppreſſion ; yet was ir 
never in their Power to ſhake the unal- 
rerable Amity which the Spaniſh Nation 
have for us by a kind of natural Sympa- 
thy, which one knows not how better 
to expreſs than by the Immutabilty of 
it, whether we do oblige or diloblige 
them, Would ir nor then be an Ingrati- 
eude totally inconfiltent with the Honour 
and the Hoſpitaluy of the Ezeliſh tems 
per, ſo ſoon to forget this Kindneſs ; fince 
at the ſame inſtant that Spain was rhe 
deepliek engaged againſt Portugal, they 
did notwithſtandipg openly oppoſe the 
Deſigns of Fraxce which ſeemed to the 
! prejudice of Ezgland, by refuling them 
” (in contemplation of us, firmly and with 
gref reſolution) Paſſage for thoſe 
Troups of theirs which they ſent to ruine 
the Biſhop of 44zfter, our Ally and Con: 
federate then, We cannot complain of 
any Injurie or Attempt wherein the Spa- 
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miards have tampered againſt Erzlaxd, 
No League nor ancient Treaty doth ob- 
Jlige us tO ſecond the Deligns of France ; 
and we cannot corclude new Allianccs 
with the Frezch to this purpoſe, wichour 
directly contravening that Treaty which 
we haye Jatcly ratificd with Spaip. Ler 
us {ce then what the Herald 1s. to ſay to 
the Spazrard; that ſhall be ſent ro denounce 
War unto thcm on this occaſion from 
Englaud ; or with what Reaſons we ſhall 
be able ro fiil a Hſazifeſlo which we would 
offer 10 the Publicky whereby to jultifie | 
ghe Cauſcs of this Rupturc, Where. | 
fore leave the Care, my Lord, to you, | 
being that. yau ſeem to Go the Author of | 
this Counſe], to found it well in the point | 
of Juſtice, But pray,ſee that you p:rform 
jt better and with more grace than the 
Writer of the Queen of Fraxce's Pretenſi- 
6x5 hath done, | 
I ſay farther yet, That this Deſign is 
both prc judicial and: deſtructive y and | 
ghar ic carries along with it moſt perni- | | 
cious Conſcquences, as well inthe pre- | 
ſent time as the time ta come, For from | 
Finc very Momear har WE do break with } 
_o Spa ; 
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Spain, our Commerce will ceale, with 
the «ffs of all thoſe great 
Advantages which the Spg- * By tbe Tres 
. ty laſt ratified 
niards have * newly grant- , Madrid by 
ed unto us: and the Mer- the Earle of 
chants of this Realm, who rag vr 
X Y ajerics M- 
trade there, will juſtly be þafaqour there. 
confiſcated ; fince all the 
Profic that we draw from thence muſt on 
theſe terms infallibly redound in favour 
of the Hollanders, whileſt our Arms do 
buſic the Sparrards in the Low Coun- 
treysz and the Prexch, as they do their 
utmoſt againſt Span, at rhe ſame inſtant 
will ſeize their principal Ports into their 
power, and thus become abſolute Ma- 
ſters of the Commerce, by putting rheme 
ſelves into a Poſture rocret a Dominion 
over the Sea, which we can never after- 
wards be able to reliſt, Not abeve three 
years ago France was hardly able to ſet 
forth Twenty Ships, ( that is ro ſay, Men 
of War;) now they have Sixty large Veſ- 
ſels, ready furniſhed and well armed, and 
do apply all their induſtry and pains in 
every part to augment the number, 
Could the Ghoſt of Queen El:zazeth re- 
\ THEP © I : turn 
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turn back into the World again , (ke 
would jultly reproach us who are the 
Miniſters of State here in Ezglazd, for 
having abandoned her good Maxims , 
by tamely ſuffering before our Eyes a 
Maritime Power to increaſe, which ſhe 
ſo diligently kept down throughout the 
whole courſe of her Reign, Whereas 
you are ſo far from oppoſing the Growth 
of this Power, that you rather ſeem to 
delice England ſhould facilitare the 
wayes to make it grow the faſter, and 
render it yer more formidable than ir is, 
by the Acquiſition of the Sea-Ports , 
which in concluſion muſt infallibly bring 
France to be Miftriſs of the Commerce 
of the 1ndies, All the World knows the 
valt quantity of Money and Arms which 
the Frexch have accumulated to that 
End alone out of the richeſt Purſes of 
that Kingdom, I agree to what hath been 
faid before very prudently in this Con- 
ference, that our Power and Greatneſs 
doth principally conliſt in the matter of 
Commerce ; and therefore I conclude 
even from thence, by an unerrable Con- 


ſequence, that Commerce ought to be 
2:16 the 
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the chick Obje& of our Jealoufic, and 
that we are bound to be as render of the 
Conſervation of this B-ncfit as of the 
Apples of our Eyes, Bur then we muſt 
look far off how to prevent whatſocver 
may hiader' the Progreſs of Trade, or 
diminiſh the abundance of this Com- 
merce, We have nothing to {car in this 
articular on the accompt of Spar, 
which applics little rowards Tratfick, 
and leaveth almoſt all rhe Advantages 
thereof freely to the Epgliſh in their 
own proper Ports, Bur if this Incereſk 
ſhould fall into the power of an induſtri- 
ous and ative Nation , and a People cor 
vetous of Gain, as the Frexch are, we 
are not to expect any ſhare of the Utili- 
ty, or to partake with Fraxce therein g 
bur rather that they will preſcribe the 
Law of Commerce unto the Exgl:ſh, ac- 
cording to their own will and pleaſure, 
As ſoon as ever 'tis known that we do 
treat of ConjunQion with Frazce , one 
of theſe two things muſt neceſſarily hap- 
pen : cither thay Spain, finding it ſelf 
pncapable to reſiſt the Union of bork 
Forces , will ſend a Blank to the French 
EF" Kiog, 
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King to make ſuch Conditions with 
them as he thinks beſt, by conceding un- 


to him all their Portion in the Low Count. 


treys ; or thar all the reſt of the Powers 
of Europe, jaltly apprehending ſo terri- 
ble an Union, will joyn with Spazz to 


ſtop the Torrent of our Deſigns, In the 


firſt tate of the Caſe then, we ſhall quick- 
ly find our ſelves raken for perſons de- 
luded in this Negotiation, and Fraxce 
only gather all the fruit of the Couzen- 
age ; of which che Shame of having been 
ſo groſly cheated can only remain to us, 
when the whole VVorld diſcerns that the 
deſire of Prey hath prevailed with Exge 
land above the Faith of thoſe ſolemn 
Treatics which we have made with the 
Crown of Spain : and thus ſhall we ob- 
rain no other Advantage by having made 
ſuch a falſe ſtep, than to have facilitared 
the means for France to unite all the Low 
Countreys to that Crown without ſtrik- 
ing one Blow, to the erernal and irrepa- 
rable damage of the Crown of England. 
For who can aſſure us, that from the 
ſame inſtant when we do declare unto 
Frauce Our intentioa to unite With 
| them, 
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them z the Frexch, inſtead of unitin 
their Party with Zngland, will not ra- 
ther prevail the ſoorer in their Pretenſi- 
ons with Spazn, to make the Spantardsy 
becauſe of this Apprehenſion, diſpoſed 
to accord to whatſoever France (hall de- 
mand 2 which is, as the old Proverb ſays, 
to keep the Mule at our Coſt, and hold 
the ſtirrup unto the Frexch; or play a ridi- 
culous part, in making uſe only of Scare- 
crows,and give a falſcAlarm to favour the 
Deligns of others, 

Next, who ſhall ſecure us that after 
Spain hath yielded, becauſe of this Ap- 
prehenſion, the Low Conntryes to the 
diſpofition of France, That the Spani- 
ards and the Frexch ſhall not then 
ſtreightly unite together, to be revenged 
of us, and bring us down > The affinity 
of Bloud, Religion, and the hopes which 
the moſt Chriſtian King may found to 
himſelf upon the Succcſſion to this Mo- 
narchy, (if the Renunciation of the 
Queen once comes to be annulled ) are 


ſtrong Links that may very well unite 


chem together 5 and' the Principal of 
the Diviſion which is art preſent betwixe 


thems 
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them, having no other foundation bir 
reciprocal Jealouke rouching che Equas 
lity of their Power, this Emulation will 
expire as ſoon as ever that Fraxce doth 
ſee Spatn in a Condition to be no longer 
able ro diſpute the ſovercign Arbitrage 
of Chriſtendom with them 5; and the 
Cauſe of their hatred being taken away, 
all the Effects thereof will ceaſe like» 
wiſe, And then the common Intereſts of 
both will unite them in a Bond which is 
taſeparable any more, from whence our 
Ruine muſt infallibly ariſe ; becauſe the # 
Subſtance and Surety of England ſolely de- | 
pends upon the Emulation of theſe two *' 
Powers, as the Temperament of a humane | 
Body confifts in the oppoſition of the Ele- | 
mentary Qualities. 
Bur what ſhall we ſay of the States of | 
the Knitted Prowinces > Can we reaſon- | 
ably believe that they] remain without Þ - 
Motion, or that they | not awakenatthe | 
noiſe only of this Negotiation, which ; 
we ſhall carry on with Frazce to the De- | 
ſtrukion of Spain > Since 'tis evident, | 
they have no other courſe to take than | 
to prevent us, but by joyning gy | 
wit 
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with France before we have finiſhed this 
Treaty, or elſe ro bind their Intercs 
faſt wich the Spaziſþ Crown and the Em- 
pire on the firſk occaſion. And then are 
we excluded from all our Pretenſions, 
and all the hopes of our vaſt Conqueſts, 
which we have fancied unto we Elves 
And in the next place alfo ſhall we be 
replunged into a long and dangerous 
War; from whence we came bur jult 
now, as it were, toeſcape with ſo much 
difficulty and damage, France hath yct 
propoſed nothing unto us direRly crouch 
ing- the Ports of oftend and Newport 
to be given to the Exgliſp ; and tis 
apparent as to England, by ſundry au- 
theatick Documents, that the French 
' have no mind to treat feriouſly withus 
| on this Point, unleſs that they do find us 
diſpoſed to unite with Spazz and the 
. States of the #nited Provinces for the 
commen Defence. Whereas 'tis no leſs 
certain that the French have expreſly 
made the very ſame Propoſitions, and 
More advantagious ones, unto the ſaid 
' States, by ſoliciting them to re-combine 
with Fraxce in order to their old deſign 
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of dividing the Low Countrezs mutually 
between cach other, to the entire Ex- 
cluſion both of us and the Spanzards, being 
fully agreed as to this particular, at the 
beginniag of the Var paſt, 

Whercby is clearly to be foreſeen, 
that France confiders us no farther than 
as the worft of their Proſpects, and that 
the French will alwayes be ready to buy 
dearer the Amity of the States of the 
Mnited Prowinces than ours, Would it 
not then be a great imprudence in us, to 
ſerve them as Inſtruments on ſuch dif 
graceful and diſadvantagious Terms, to 
contribute rowards the engaging of the 
Hollazders to their Party 2 Ir being out of 
doubt, that the Jealouſie which we 
ſhould ſo give them of our Negoriation 
with Frarce would be a powerfvl incite- 
ment to the States, to put them upon 
being before-hand with us in this Trea- 
ty, and cur the Graſs after this manner 
under our Feet, But admit all this ſhould 


ceaſe, I do nor ſee whar. Meaſures we | 


can take at this time with: France, nor 
what Aſſurances or Precautions the 
French may give us in a Treaty, ſo as 

ro 
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to ſhciter Exglard from the Danger of 
that known Maxim of theirs, which is, 
In all Contederations to be bound by no 
other Rule but their Intereſt meerly, 1 
avow thar the Rupture of the pyrenear 
Treaty frights me, and the remembrance 
of their Proceeding held with us heres 
tofore throughout all the Courſe of our 
late Var with Holland hath made me ſo 
incredulous , thar they muſt ſhew me 
many Miracles, and evident ones too, 
before I ſhall be converted to have the 
leaſt good opinion of the Sinccrity of theit 
Faith and Dealing, 

That which you have alledged touch- 
ing the Support which the Royal Houſe 
of England may particulatly hope for 
from the Amity of Fraxce, is both a de- 
licate and' a dangerous Stone to ſir, 
The Glory and the Safety of our K 1 NG 
doth only conſiſt in the Love of his 
People, and a ftreight Union betwixtr 
His M AFE ST T and his preſcnt Parl:a- 
ment, {ince He hath no other ſound Iln- 
tereſt to rely upon bur that of the King- 
dom, having: need of noother Arms or 
Aſfitence, The hearty affcQions = = 

E hs 
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Subjets and his own Royal Vertues 
will be as ſo many Cittadels erced to 
maintain his Authority ; and any other 
proje& is contrary both to his Genius 
and bis admirable Prudence, For all 
thoſe who ſhall dare to inſpire any other 
thoughts intro His M AFESTY, willin- 
fallibly undergo the weight of his diſ- 


pleaſure, as Enemies to his Fame and | 
Quier, But at the Bottom of all, what : 
help can he rationally expe& from | 
France , ſhould he come to need it, 


( which God defend ) after their un- | 


worthy abandoning of the K:ng his Fa- 
ther in his great Diſtreſs, and of the 
King which now is likewiſe, when the 


Wheel of Fortune ran againſt them, | 
even to the Exſtirpation of the Royal | 
Line, had not He by whom Kiogs reign, | 
wonderfully reſtored them to the ' 
* their Anceſtors > It was ' 

that ſhameful Treaty which the French * 
ratified with thoſe Uſurpers then, thar | 
ſacrificed CHARLES the Firſtothe | 
Ambition of the Tyrant Ol:Ter Cromwel, | 
who had ſnatched the Scepter from the | 
right Owners and Proprietors thereof. | 
Nay | 


Throne 
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Nay, to ſucha degree was the Inhoſpi« 
tabilicy of Frazce grown at that time, 
though his Father were thus cxecrably 
Murthered before the cycs of the French, 
our Kings own Cozen-german refuſed 
him a Retreat that might be ſecure for 
his own Perſon. Therefore 'ris fit that 
the Exgliſs ſhould be diſabuſed once for 
all, by being better informed , fince 
France is ſo tar from being aſſiſting or 
uſeful unto us upon this Conjuncture, 
that in truth they do ſeek only to increaſe 
our Diviſions and Troubles. 

For tis both their Intercſt and Maxim 
ſo to do: which Condud hath been ex- 
ally and heredicarily obſerved in their 
Counſels for many Ages together, (and 
newly in the laſt Civil War here) ſince 
all the Baits which they do preſent unto 
us are but ſo many Apples of Diſcord 


| Which rhe Frexch Emiſſaries caſt upand 
' down among us, purpoſely to embroil us 


with our Neighbours, or clſe with one 


| another + 


Next, let us conſider at preſent whe- 


* ther we ſhall find our Accompt better 
. With Spaize Tis evident that ſolid Rea- 
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ſon of State doth torally incline us to 
leave that other way ; and you cannot : 


bur all acknowledge this to be our truc 
Fandamental Maxim, whereby we may 
keep the Balance 72 equilibrioz and that 
our Safety doth moſt. conliſt in ſuch an 
equilibrium: why then ſhould we ſwerve 
from thence our of vain hopes, or quir 
the Body for the Shadow > The Intereſt 
of Commerce no way invites us to take 


part with Frazce : and this Truth is ſo | 


notorious to all the people of England, 
that there is no Eloquence able to per- 
ſwade them contrary ro their own Ex- 


pertence therein, The Cauſe is juſt 


and favorablct A young *Pu- 

_ 5 M4 pil- unworthily Ares F*4"þ 
a Peace fo ſolemnly and pi- 
ouſly eſtabliſhed as lightly violated by a 
Proceſs of Cavils and Legerdemain, by 
a Proceeding thereupon full of Surpri- 
ſals and Violence, as well as She wva 
| unjuſtly revived after an 

i "* EG Ambemick * Renunciati- 
Juſtice, Article, 077 3 are ſo many voices 


which ſpeak to the Root | 
of ourConſciences,to call us to that which | 


We 


| 


| 
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we owe to Juſtice, Pity, good Neigh« 
bourhood , the Publick Cauſe of Chri- 
ſtendome, and our {clves, For in this mat- 
ter is concerned no leſs than the Caſe of 
Royal Succefſions, which France will 
needs have ſubnitted ro the Cuſtoms of 
ordinary Citizens, and the Conſervation 
of that Bulwatk which is common to all 
theſe parts of Europe, againſt this Torrent 
wiiich threatens the whole Vicinity with 
a great Inundation, and the afſuring the 
Tranquillity of the Chriſtian Republick 
againit ay unquiet Nation, that will never 
deliſt from diſturbing of it until their 
Inſolence (hall be abated, 

The Foundation then being ſo ſolid, 
becauſe we ſhall in this Oppoſition bave 
to treat with a Nation that makes pro- 
feſſion of Honour and Generofity, which 
hath never yer been accuſed to be guilty 
of having violated any pub- | 
lick Treaty ,and that would _ —_— 
rather * hazzard the lols Spain, OP. 
of their Monarchy than 
their Reputation; the Advantage is 
both ſecure and conſiderable t whereas 
on the account of Fraxce we ſhall appear 


B3 bur 
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bur as little Acceſſories, and the French 
will carry us on as the Firſt Motion, ons 
ly according to the rapidneſs of their 
Progreſs, by applying us meerly in the 
courſe of their Game to their own Ends 2 
and thus ſhall we become the Miniſters 
of their Ambition, and be made uſe of 
like a pair of Stairs, on which they do 
mean to tread in order to their obtaining 
the #xiverſal Monarchy. In fine, their 
Intereſts, if that we are {ti]] predeſtina- 
red to be thus grofly deluded, muſt be 
the Rule of ours, and our future Con- 
duct roo and Operations, Bur in taking 
part with Spain we ſhall be the Arbitra- 
tors of Peace and War, and enabled to 
give the whole weight unto the Reſo- 
tutions of each Party, Then will France 
confider us with terrour and the appre- 
henſion of what our Arms may do, and 
Spain by the addition of our Succours, 
If we do deſirc Conqueſts , we cannot 
hope far more lawful ones, nor eaſier 
Victories, than to re-unite by this means 
our ancient Dominion in Frazce, which 
haye formerly been diſmembred from 
the Crown of England, But if we oa 
71:4: RO imir 
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limit our Deſigns 10 the ſole cſtabliſh- 
ment of a Peace, we can find the Ac- 
compt both of Glory and Safety likewiſe 
therein : (ince it appears by authentick 
Letters of Moxſieur 'de Liozn's writing, 
that Fraxce is reſolved to be content 
with Reaſon, as ſoon as ever they do ſce 
England fixed to joyn with Spain and 
the Statcs of the nited Provinces, SO 
thar tis in our choice whether ro make 
an advantagious Var, or procure an 
honeſt Peace, ar the firſt appearance of 
our preparations in Arins, Vhereas, on 
the contrary, tis evid:nt by the Inter- 
ception of che aforeſaid Diipaiches, that 
they will deſpiſe all manacr of Othces 
and Mediations that are not Armed, but 
rather purſue vigorouſly their Courſe 
whicher Fortune (hall dr:ve icon, ſo iong 
as they do mcit with no powerful Obſta- 
cles in the way. 

Therefore, becauſe you ſeem to be- 
lieve that Spazz is reduced ro iſo low 
a Condition , that our Relicf would be 
alrogether unuſeful to them, and ſerve 
for nothing but to bring down the Ven- 
geance of France exaſperated upon us z 
for God's ſake, cure your ſelf of this 

| E 4 Pannics 
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Pannick fear as ſoon as you can, Tis 
France endeavours to erect a formidable 
Power, if ſhe finds no Oppoſition in the 
approaches thercunto ; and Spary proba- 
bly mult fink under the burthen, unleſs 
that Crown be ſuccoured : though tt is 
as true alſo, that the Miſchict 1s calily 
lo be prevented, it Remedies be applied 
thereunto in due time, and before that 
the Inconvenicnce root it ſelf roo deep, 
All the Advantage which France hath 
gained 1n this laſt Campaign, is no more 
than an effeR of their Addreſs, and the 
over-grown Credulity of Sparz, rather 
than of their Valour and Power, All the 
Places which they have conquered in 
Flanders, are but great Countrey-Towns, 
where the People being ever the ſtrong- 
eſt, he that is Maſter of the Field carries | 
always the Keys of them at his Girdle, | 
to enter when he pleaſes; and the win- 
-ning of one Batte] recovers them back 
again, | 
France harh conſtantly yielded in e- 
very thing where ſhe hath found a real 
Reſiſtance, without gaining any thing 
beyond what the fright of an iacommo- 
dared Multicude hath holpen them ro | 
acquire * 
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acquire by ſuch a Surpriſing Invaſion, 
Spar hath yer great reſorts to recur un- 
to, provided onely they can gain time, 
and the means of making them meet to- 
ether , and thus recover their Spirits. 

We know that ſhe hath made Contracts 
for conſiderable ſums of Money, and that 
the Spaztards are now abour to put 
themſelves in a way to be able ſhortly 
ro withſtand the ſtrongeſt Shocks "of 
the War ; and by the little Diverſion of 
the Forces of Fraxce which we may 
make without any prejudice to Erg- 
land, we can certainly pur Spain tno a 
Condition of atraguing the French, as 
well as of defending ir (elf , and ſo ſhall 
we reduce Fraxce unto a neceſſity of de- 
manding pcace. Sparn is not upprovided 
of Friends nor Allies, The Emperour 
doth already make a grear ſtep in fa- 
vour of the Circle of Burguadie , by 
raking of it intirely under his ProteRtion, 
as a Member of his Body, The States of 
the United: Provinces are not afleep net- 
ther as to their own Proper Intereſts up- 
on this Conjuncure , and afrer having 
tried in vain the ſweeter wayes of ap- 
peaſing the Tempeſt, they will not _ 
ON 


_ _ I ary 
_ - * S 
— Q——— 


66 The Intereſt of England 


don themſelves on ſo preſling an Oc- 
cafion , being that they do ſce well e- 
nough their Safetie depends abſolutely 
upon their Reſolution, Ve know thac 
they defire a {incere Alliance with us, 
and that they would make all the pro- 
preſſes neceſſary rowards it, could they 
bur diſcern in us any rea] diſpoſition 
not torejc& the Offer, Sweden, which 
is weary to ſerve but as an Inſtrument 
tothe Intereſts ot Frarce, to the pre- 
judice* of their own Aﬀeairs, will no- 
doubr alſo follow our Motions : and 
che moſt part ( whom rather Fear than 
Love doth tie unto the Motions of 
Fraxce ) will queſtionleſs take off the 
Mask, as ſoon as ever they ſhall ſee a 
conſiderable Power on foot to Protet 
them : France is a Body replere with ill 
hamours , which will eafily degenerate 
into an univerſal Corruption, when the 
French are never fo little ſhaken, The 
Jealoulie alone which our Fleet will 
give them, muſt needs oblige them to 
employ the better part of their Troops 
to furniſh their Maritime Coaſts; and 
conſequently render them the weaker 
every-where clſc, Beſides, it is plain that 
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in this laſt Campaign, in which they 
thought to {wallow all up at a bir, they 
made all the Force that they were able, 
and yer were not able notwithſtanding 
to bring into the Field above Fourty 
thouſand men, after having drawn out 
of their Garriſons and the Proviſion of 
their Towns all the trengith almoſt that 
they had there, whereby their Frontiers 
were left naked, Judge then to whar 
point they'l be reduced, when they'l be 
T7 both to furniſh their Places on all 
ides, and divide their Troups too, in 
Alſatia, Italy, the County of , 
* Roſillon, and Flanders; and ' 
that in all theſe Countries they'] meer 
with Enemies to fighe againſt,as well as a 
multitude of Male-contents at home , 
no leſs formidable within the Center of 
their own proper Bowels. For thus they 
can build no longer upon the ſtrength 
of their Army, which is deſtroyed 
very near already by Labour, Sickneſs, 
Diſeaſes, and want of Pay, Wherefore 
they muſt begin anew, and with freſh 
charges raiſe more men, becauſe the ill 
uſage which their Troups have received 
doth render them ſo barren of O_ 
; | ar 
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thar they are compelled to ſeek Recruits 
and as 1t were beg Supplies, with valk 
ſums of Money, from other States, And 
this Imaginary Fountain of Treaſure of 
racirs, which here is thought to be un- 
extauſtible, will be found to have a bots 
rom when our Fleer doth diſturb their 
Commerce, on Credir which till then 
_. they m1y get With the Pare 
Mo Fee me riſans, <a of oppreſ- 
ovr B3riguer and ling the p<ople, with Tax 
— me upon Tax, will fail, The 
_— men of buſineſs and the Na- 
tives, being preſſed to unſupportable ex- 
rremities, will quickly cirher caſt off the 
yoke, or {ink under che burthen and the 
weightof thoſe Impolitions, Their incas 
pacity to hold out any longer 15 well c- 
nough ſeen, by rhe impoſſibiliry wherein 
they now find themſelves ro make good 
what they have promiſed the Portu- 
gueſes, whoſe Friendſhip hath been for- 
merly ſo neceſſary unto them, And if 
Spain, as tis hoped that it may do, once 
ſhall rake a reſolution to be delivered of 
this inteftine War with Portugal by 
ſome Accommodation, the Spanzards will 
ſoon be in a condition of being uſeful 
£2 
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to their Allies, & fearcd by their Encmies, 
Bur if we doſuffer the Detigns of Fra:ce 
to paſs by undiſcovered, & 1impunitively 
to permit them to conquer the Low Conn- 
treys rowards the total oppreſſion * of 
Spain; then I cannot but avow that Fraxce 
thus will be moſt terrible unto us, And in 
caſe ar preſent we are afraid of drawing 
their Revenge on our heads, then ſha]l we 
have much juſter cauſe to apprehend rhe 
furure cffeRts of their Ambition, Where- 
fore at the Bottom of all theſe Reaſons, ir 
ſeems to me that by the ſame Principle 
of apprehenſion which you have of che 
French, we are obliged to oppoſe theſe 
Progrefſles of theirs, which if nor ſtopped 
would yer render them more redoubt: 
able, 

It ſo be that we do fear them in the 
Field, having ſo many Friends that do 
render their Alliance unto us, our fear 
were much more juſtifiable, if after rhe 
rejeting of all thoſe Offers, we alone 
were expoſed to their mercy z or that 
our moderation could exempt us from 
their out-rages, bur on the contrary. ra- 


' ther give the Frexch better Convenien- 


cles of putting theſe Violences in Exe- 
Cution 
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cution, ſhould ſuch an inſipid Counſel 
prevail ; for they'l never conſider us far- 
ther than we do make our ſelves Con- 
{iderable, They have Printed Books of 
their Pretenfions to Exgland. Experience 
reaches us (even to this day) that 'tis e= 
nough with them to ground a War, 
without giving them any other cauſe of 
* Scotland ang Hoſtilitie , Thar we have 
Ircland, * Kingdoms belonging to 
this Monarchy which may very well fit 
their Deſigns; which is enough to invite 
the French to artraque them whil & Exg- 
land is weak- 

Hiſtory likewiſe doth ſhew ns, how that 
all our Alliances with the houſe of Buys 
gundie have ftill been glorious and uſe- 


ful, and all thoſe wich Fraxce, unfortu- 


nate & prejudicial, 'Tis ever more dan- 
gerous to go out of the beaten Road, to 
cravel through By-lanes, unknowo, and 
dark untried Paths, 

You ealily agree with me, that the 
Union of the #nited Provinces with 
France is the thing of all others which 
we ought the molt to apprehend as fa- 
tal tro our Crown : and therefore, by 


conſequence, nothing can be more _ 
W 
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for Exgland than to diſunite them, Hea- 
ven furniſhes us now with an occaſion of 
doing that, which we (hall never be able 
to recover again, ſhould ir be neglefted 2 
& it we do ſuffer it toſlip away, we (ball 
bring char Republick into a neceſſity of 
tying this fatal Knot with France ltrong- 
lier than ever it was faſtned before, This 
Union therefore above all others muſt 


be the Obje& of our Care, as it hath of 


late demonſtratively been the cauſe of 
our misfortunes, 

I conclude then upon ſolid Foundati- 
ons, without heſitating, Thar, in the firſt 
place, we muſt mo rake part in 
this War, either with Spaiz or France : 
and next, that we muſt not engage 
blind-fold, without raking right Mea- 
ſures with thoſe who have the ſame In: 
eereſt that Exglaxd hath in the Caſe : 
thirdly, that we muſt. knit our Party 
firmly together, and get all the Advan- 
tages we can in this Treaty with Spazs, 
as well as all the Security poſſible with 
other States; without yer exaRting from 
Spain things which are intolerable unto 
them, whom the loſs of the Low-Conntries 
for fear of being reduced by the Exorbi- 

tancy 
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tancy of our Demands, may plunge into a 
neccſlity of according to whatever France 
ſhall require, 

This Diſcourſe being ended, I obſer: 
ved by their Countenances, that the two 
Perſons who ſ[pake firſt applauded this O- 
pinion, and that the third man was 
much ſhaken. They had- ſome farther 
ſpeech together, but ſo ſoftly, that I can» 
not well colle& the ſenſe of it : after 
which all the Company embraced, and 
gave one another their hand, with a re- 
ciprocal promiſe of ſecrecy, as well as an 
Union in the ſame Deſign, And thus they 
ſeparated each a ſeveral way, with evis 
dence of great ſatisfaQion & friendſhip, 
And as ſoon as ever they were gon, I flip: 
ped back inſenſibly againinto the former 
obſcurity near the Bed, without: being 
ſeen by any of the Domeſticks, And 
thus whilſt theſe particulars were freſh in 
memory, I did fer them down in Paper, 
and all that I could remember of their 
Diſcourſe,only to ſatisfie my own Curio+ 
ſity, and che Curiouſneſs of my Friends, 
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